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As Buck Rogers streaks
across the movie screen in an
attempt to save the Earth from
the evil Draconian Empire, it's
interesting to remember that
Buck has been doing just that
for over 50 years. The movie
“Buck Rogers in The 25th
Century” is a revival of the
popular comic strip and
movie character of the 1930's,
40’s and recent times.

It all started in 1928 when a
novelette called ‘‘Armageddon
- 2419” by Phil Nowlan was
published in a magazine called
Amazing Stories. The story
featured a man named Anthony
Rogers who was trapped ina
coal mine near Pittsburgh in
the 1920’s and woke up 500
years later to find the world at
war. The story tells of his
adventures in the 25th century.

The success of this story
inspired a comic strip which
was syndicated and picked up
by many major newspapers.
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It featured the same character
now called “Buck” Rogers.

By 1932 the comic strip was
so successful that a radio
serial was created. Buck Rogers
was a part of radio from then
until the late 1940°s.

This exciting space fantasy
was a new concept in comic
strip stories and it became
amazingly popular, even by
today’s standards. Soon many
toy and novelty companies
were offering “Buck Rogers”
toys. These include Buck
Rogers watches, radio premi-
ums, casting sets, printing

sets, space suits, games, roller
skates shaped into rocket ships,
rays guns of all sorts, holsters,
helmets, badges, code rings,
chemistry sets, pencil boxes,
toy rocket ships, modeling
kits, books, balloons, footballs
and countless other items.

In 1939 Universal Pictures
released the Buck Rogers
movie serial starring Buster

Crabbe. Each segment told

a story and invariably ieft
Buck in deadly danger, keeping
evervone in suspense until the
next episode when he was
miraculously rescued. These
12 weekly episodes brought
Buck Rogers to thousandsof *
movie-goers on a regular

basis and helped to make
Buck a very popular character.

Today Buck Rogers is known
to millions of adults from the
comic strips, radio programs
and movie serials, and to
almost as many young people
who have seen the serial
repeated on television. The
new feature-length movie,
“Buck Rogers In The 25th
Century”, is another ina

long history of Buck Rogers
stories that have captured

the imaginations of generations
of science fiction lovers.

Centuri’s kits of spaceships
from the new movie are the
first “Buck Rogers” model
rockets, but they join a long
line of products made for
enjoyment, for a half century.

(€)1978 ROBERT . DILLE
Photos depict covers of Big
Little Books, by Whitman
Publishing Co., in 1934,
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HERE ARE THIS ISSUE'S WINNING ENTRIES!
WANT TO TRY BEING OUR NEXT WINNER?

SEE CONTEST RULES ON PAGE 44.

Jon and Anthony each chose the

Centuri Saturn V as their prize,
CAPRICONE ONE (below)
‘Designed and assembied by,
JONWILLIAMS, Tempe, AZ

Lath: 234

Engines:

B4-4 Diam: 17
 B6-4. Span: 67
l' €6-5 ] ]

Cut shock cord to 107
PNC-106 —>,

Make 3/8"
standoffs
for lugs

BR-810

(2) 3" Igth.
ST-518

BR-810

8™ |gth.
ST-818

PNC-106

“~~PNC-51
RENEGADE I1
(above) -
Designed and G
built by Py
ANTHONY an
MORELL, 3
Phoenix,
Arizona | Make 2
Lgth: 29-13/16""
Diam: 1" 3~3,16
Span: 7-7/8" 'r
P / |
o——O
END Engines:
B4-2, C6-3
VIEW

Rocleet Clubs

JOINING A CLUB. Get two
rocketeers together and one of
the first things they want to do
is start a club! And many have,
becausé today there are hun-
dreds of active clubs. Everyday
we receive letters from rocket-
cers asking how they can join

a nearby club. Here are our

recommendations.

1. Jointhe N.A.R. Asa member
you may ask H.Q. for a list
of official N.A.R. sections
in your area. You may also
ask the N.A.R, “Rocket
Comm” service for names
and addresses of members
near you . . . perhaps you
can get together and form
your own N.A.R. section.

2. Ask you local rocket dealers.
Find dealers in the Yellow
pages under “Hobby and
Model Construction Sup-
plies—Retail.”

3. Ask at nearby schools. Near-
ly half the rocket clubs in the
country are school affiliated.

4. Try community organizations.
Many have rocket programs:
Jay-Cees, 4H, Scouts, YMCA/

YWCA, museums, Kiwanis,

service clubs, etc

NEW CLUB GUIDE. Help is on
the way for club minded rocket-
eers who don’t yet have a club
in their area. Centuri is now
working up a comprehensive
new Club Guide, a publication
explaining how to start and
runawell organized rocket club.
Written by Jeff Flysare, a
veteran of many advanced club
activities, it will be a highly
readable handbook, We are finish-
ing it after we go to press with
this Rocket Times, so we don’t
yet advertise it for sale. You may
have an advance copy FREE

by sending a large self-addressed
and stamped envelope to “Club
Guide,” ATT: Jeff Flygare,

c/o Centuri. Use a 9x12 envelope
and attach postage for 3 ounces,
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| NASA’S EARLY SPACE
SHUTTLE CONCEPT IS
| ONE OF CENTURI'S

i MOST POPULAR KITS

This year the United States has
scheduled the first launch of the

| Space Shuttle, a re-usable space
. vehicle that will perform many

important jobs in space. The
Space Shuttle program actually
started many years ago when
several companies were asked by
NASA to come up with basic

- designs for this new kind of

reusable spaceship.

In the early part of the Space
Shuttle program, it was thought
that both the Shuttle orbiter
and the booster vehicle which
pushed the orbiter into space
would be reusable. This wasa
monumental task for the design-
ers and aerospace engineers
because they had to come up

with two separate vehicles, both
of which were rocket-powered,
could fly in space, and fly in
the atmosphere like an airplane
so they could land and be used
over again to save money.

One of the earliest designs by
North American Rockwell
served as the basis for Centuri’s
Space Shuttle model rocket
kit. In this design, the orbiter
rides piggy-back on a fully
recoverable booster. In this
cage there is no waste of equip-
ment at all; all parts of the
system are recovered and used
again and again.

Gradually it became apparent
that it would be much more
feasible from an economic and
time point of view for NASA
to abandon the concept of the
fully recoverable booster in
favor of more conventional
power systems. Eventually the

E 4

Some of the many proposed configurations are shown here. Figure
C cames closest to ours. Figure A is the final NASA version.

BUILD & FLY
THE ORIGINAL
SHUTTLE
CONCEPT!

design settled upon used that
orbiter’s engines for boost,
fueled by propellant and oxid-
izer contained in a large
tank which rides underneath
the orbiter. Additional power
for lift-off is provided by two
solid-fuel strap-on boosters
which are located in either side
of the external tank. The solid
fuel boosters and the orbiter
are recovered and can be used
again, The external tank is
replaced for each flight.

Many considerations affect the
design of a space vehicle, in the
same way that the designsof a
model rocket kit changes as it is
developed. Costs, production
time and availability of mater-
ialsall affect the finaldesign. In
the end, trade-offs {decisions
that balance two valid but oppo-
sing views) are made to make the
design the best combination of
very many conflicting factors.

Ina future Rocket Times, we'll
be showing you how Centuri
designers go about the task of
developing a model rocket kit-
from an idea in someone’s head
to the finished product.
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Arnaldo Cruz of Ponce, Puerto
Rico, is the winner of the
Photo Contest. His photo shows
a Centuri Saturn V and

his own design gantry with the
sun backlighting both.

You can enter this ongoing
Photo Contest and try for the
prize, a $10 Centuri Merchan-
dise certificate, A winner is
picked for each year’s issue
of Rocket Times, Send in
your best photo about model
rocketry addressed to: Photo
Contest, in care of Centuri
Rocket Times. Try for good
contrast and sharp focus.
Remember that people in
the picture make it more
interesting for our readers.

Free Posier!

GET THIS 15''x19"

FULL COLOR POSTER
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

50¢ Value. This beautiful poster,
normally given only to hobby
stores, isfree to you with proof-
of-purchase of a Centuri

Flying Saucer Kit or outfit,

Just send us the “UFO Fleet”

emblem clipped from your pac-
kage or instruction sheet.
Postersare for sale also, bargain
priced at 50¢.

Space Modeling
Championships

In 1980 the Space Modeling
World Championships will be
held in the United States for
the first time. This meet, the
“Olympics of Model Roc-
ketry” is held periodically in
various locations around the
world. Now it’s our turn!

The tentative location will be
the Naval Air Station at
Lakehurst, New Jersey. It is
expected that most countries
represented at previous world
championships will again
compete, as well as several pos-
sible additions. Each country
will provide a team of 12 of its
best modelers, along with one
team manager. A special launch-
ing area will be assigned to
each country, complete with
launching equipment donated
by Centuri.

The championships will begin
with an extensive model
rocketry demonstration and

a welcoming ceremony. This
will be followed by five days
of rigorous competition to
decide who are the world’s
best model rocketeers. This
event will be the most import-
ant model rocketry contest
ever held on U.S. soil, The
championships will be open

to onlookers. Plan to be in
Lakehurst, NJ, September 5-9,
1980 for the model rocket
World Championships.

Centuri supported the U.S.
team at the previous 1978
Championships (donating sup-
plies, designing the emblem
and raising expense money
thru benetit sales). We’ll be
there in 1980 too!

Educator info

MODEL ROCKETS IN THE
SCHOOLS! If you are a student,
does your teacher know about
model rocketry. Many educ-
ators find that model rocketry
makes an exciting approach to
the fundamentals of science,
math and other subjects. It
appeals to a wide range of ages

and is particularly effective for
junior high students.

Turn your teacher on to the
exciting hobby of model rocket-
ry! It may add a new twist to
standard classroom studies. Your
teacher may also be willing to
sponsor a model rocketry club

in your school,

Getting help from Centuri is
easy. Have your teacher drop a
line to our Educator Services
Department on school stationary
and we will send a packet filled
with valuable information on
model rocketry’s role in the
classroom and education.

N.A.R. EDUCATIONAL
SECTION PROGRAM:
Teachers can take advantage of
the National Association of
Rocketry’s special Educator
Program. This program provides
materials and lesson plans
useful in model rocket studies
for the classroom. For more
information write: N.A.R.
Education Section Program at
the page 4 address.

Carioon Contest

This issue’s Cartoon Contest
winner is Al Terrozas of
Fayetville, NC. Al's “Mystery
Prize™ is a big color picture
of our Flying Saucer.

Want to see your cartoon
published? Just draw a funny
cartoon about model rocketry
and send it to Cartoon Contest,
in care of Centuri Rocket
Times. Each issue we pick the
one most suitable for publica-
tion and award a different
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“Mystery Prize.”

> ’ 5
ninee Contest
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! MAYBE YOU WILL WIN A FLYING SAUCER OUTFIT!

The Movie Spaceship Contest we ran last issue was so popular we now
have a new similar Lxulmg one—another chance for Centuri rocketeers
to win a valuable prize. Just follow the rules below and match each
photo with the correct movie (or TV) title on the form below. The
first 20 correct entries will receive a Centuri Flying Saucer outfit.

%

RULES :
1. Entries must use the coupon below (or facsimile). Blacken one square
in each row across.

2. Entries cannot be accepted after December 1, 1978. ) ‘ 3
3. Prizes awarded to the first 20 people to correct.fy identify all photos. If less than 20 peo,o!e | v
correctly identify all photos, the balance will be chosen from entries most nearly correct.

. 4. One entry allowed per person. Entries become property of Centuri and cannot be returned.

5. Employees of model rocket companies, and their families are not eligible.

6. Winners notified by mail within one month after deadline.

Names will be published in next Rocket Times.
The first twenty correct entries

received in our Science Fiction
Movie Spaceship Contest are
listed below, Each identified
the spaceships correctly as:

» When Worlds Collide: C

* Conguest of Space: D .

* Rocketship X-M: A

¢ Journey To The Far Side: F
» First Spaceship On Venus: E
* Destination Moon: B

Photos A & B courtesy TV Chariot Productions

Fach winner received an
S.S.V. Scorpion Super Kit.

Paul Holldendorfer, Colo Spes., CO
Jeff Anderson, Belton, MO

Jon Willams, Tempe, AZ

Bradley Kliewer, St. Joseph, MO
Gene Zombolas, N. Ogden, UT
David Bollinger, Russelville, AR
David Nincehelser, Peru, NB
Craig Allen, Lawron, OK

Kurt Edwards, O’Neil, NB

Leo Stande Ford, Mankato, MN
Aaron King, Houston, TX

Ken Lunde, Mt. Horeb, W1

Tom Johnson, Raleigh, NC

David Coleson, Anderson, IN
John Syers, Palmyra, MI

Richard Handlon, Indianapolis, IN
David Lewis, Anniston, AL

Bill Sprueu, Bowdon, GA

Eric Benton, \11.]1\’alley CA
John Kurre, Ridgewood, NY

: hil want dBe
----------------“-_---

r@ Bax 1988 Earth vs. the Flying Saucers CD'”T;;; AlBlcinple ]1

l Phoenix, AZ 85001 et I
1 MOVIE FLYING SAUCER CONTEST | Starship Invasions 1977 |A|B|CIDIEE
: ik ,

S Lost in Space 20t cent 19?5-2\; AlelciplE k._l

Aot This [sland Earth U"'Vlegr;a; Alricipl®g FI

Icity Bamboo Saucer ‘World Entertainln‘;een; A|B|CID|E FI

State Zip The Invaders AB£39247('Q6N§ A|B|CIDIE FI

You may use a facsimile of coupon, to avoid cutting your catalog.
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Meet the
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CALL

Centuri Aerospace Team

Doug Weglarz: 11 year old Doug, from

Livonia, Mich. has been flying Centuri rockets
for over two vears. He's interested in science,
space, modeling and sports and would like

to be a race car driver when he gets older.

Eric Johnson:
who launches Centuri model rockets. Eric

12 yeats old and has been flying model rockets
for 6 months. Someday he would like to

design his own rocket and fly it.

Brian Andreas:

pilot. He'd like t

model
scienc

and m

In Studio, City, Calif. it's Eric

You can have your photo here too. Just
fill out the Data Form included in your

CAT membership packet and send it in

with a clear photo of yourself (preferably

black & white). Maybe you’ll appear in

Mar, Calif. He has been
over 9 months and is
interested in aviation,
space and science. His

ket engineer for NASA.

David Denbow: David
is 12 years old and lives
in Beech Bottom, W.V.
He likes science and
space and wants to be

a navy pilot someday.
He'd like to say **Hi!
and play it safel" to al!
other CAT members.

is

14 year old Brian manages

to fly model rockets in the cold of Green
Bay, Wisc. His dream job is to be an airline

0 build a fully working

remote controlled launcher of the Saturn V.

Joseph Dell: 12 year old Joseph lives
in New York City. Joseph says that

rocketry should be in every
e class in the country, and that

it teaches science, math, aviation.. .

ost of all responsibility. Right

on, Joseph!

Dave Schultz: Daveis 15
years old and lives in Del

flying model rockets for

dream job is to be a roc-

the next Centuri catalog! See page 62.

Steve Baker: Steve is
13 years old and lives
in Houston, Tex. Steve
reminds everyone not
to forget to bring your
safety key with vou

when vou go to launch.

His dream job is to set
scenes for science fic-
tien movies.

‘Baltimore, Mich. Mark
really likes the Centuri
Power System outfit and

Mark Lowery: Mark, of
Liberty, 5.C., is 13 years
old and has been flying
model rockets for about
9 months, His dream job
would be to someday
pilot the Space Shuttle.
Mark wants all CAT mem-
bers to get together and
get the world interested
in model rocketry.

Tom Webb: 15 vear old Tom

thinks model rocketry is fun,

exciting and that vou can learn
from it too. He lives in Linden,
N.J. and has been flying madel
rockets for about 9 months. He
and a friend are building a sub-
marine that can launch rockets.

William Salzwedel:
adult CAT members is 29 year old
William of Madison, Wisc. Aside from
model rocketry, William is interested
in science fiction, movies, photography
and art. He's considering doing a
cable TV program on model rocketry.

Representing our

Jerome Link: Jerome
found out about model
rocketry when his fam-
ily visited NASA. He's
19 years old and lives in
Petersburg, Mich. His
‘dream job" would be
to actually work on the
Space Shuttle.

B

ot
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Brian Schar: Brian,
of Huron, Tenn. is 12

Phillip Selig: Phillip is
14 years old and lives
in Cape Coral, Fla.
Phillip is interested in
modeling and wants to
be a mechanical engin-
eer. Phillip has built
over 30 model rockets
since he started in
model rocketry over
two years ago.

Mike Burton: Piedmont,
S5.C.'s chief model rock-
eteer is 15 year old
Mike. He just started

in model rocketry but
he really enjoys it.

His dream project is to
build a rocket that
flies half-way up, hovers,
then flies to peak
altitude.

John Nelson: John
has been flying model
rockets for almost two
years now in White
Pine, Tenn. He's 13
years ofd and would
like to be a pilot. His
dream project is to
build a radio-controlled
robot.

years old and has been
flying model rockets
for over two vears.
Some day he'd like to
go out into space, but
for right now he wants
to tell all model rock-
eteers to keep your
rockets in good repair
and check for damage
before each flight.
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Join us on the
Ael'osm pace Team

TEN GOOD REASONS FOR JOINING THE C.A.T.

“U.F.0. EMBLEM CONTEST"
20 BIG PRIZES
We invite members to enter
our newest C.A.T. contest; it’s
fun and easy! The emblem
shown below has been repocrted
seen during supposed real
U.F.O. sightings. Just write us
a brief, imaginative expiana-
tion of what you think it might
mean. The 20 most original
and creative answers will each
be awarded a Centuri Fiving
Saucer kit. Enter as many times
as you like. Deadline for entries

is December 1,
D

1979. Address it to
[Cs e

B The chance to enter and win C.A.T. contests.
ﬂ The chance to be in the Centuri catalog (see page 60).

ﬂ C.A.T. DATA FORM
Probably the most important part of
your C.A.T. kit! You complete this sim-
ple form about your model rocketry
activities to become eiigible to have your
phato in a future issue of this cataleg.

a IRON-ON SHIRT INSIGNIA
A large 6" x7'" three-color em-
blem for your T-shirt or jacket.
Easily irons on and remains
permanently. You'll be proud
toidentify with other Rocketeers.

ﬂ MODEL ROCKET DESIGN MANUAL
Worth $1.00 by itself! Large 8%"x11"

U.F.0. EMBLEM
CONTEST: C.A.T.
Director, in care

CHEeN UL book, contains 32 illustrated pages.
. . 1 Explains design {ips, construction
NAME THAT SAUCER i
| f ph f
CONTEST WINNERS techniques plus dozens of photos and

cver 100 diagrams.

C.A.T. DECAL SHEET
Impressive 3-color decal ey reciio ot S R
containing 16 Team insignias.cc>———
Measures 312" x 9. Colors are
red, white, and blue.

ﬂ C.A.T. MEMBERSHIP CARD
Wallet size card identifying you as a
member of the “Team'’. Also has Safety |
Code on back of card. |

Thanks to the many C.A.T.
members who send in entries to
last issue's “*Name That Saucer?”
Contest. The 20 winners listed
below each received a Centuri
Flying Saucer kit.

Lincolen Stambaugh, New Castle. PA
Ronald Head, La Marque, TX
Robert B‘lllcy, Richmond, VA
Andrew Sightler. Gaston, S(‘

Matt Ricketts, Zanesfield, OH
Steven Pennie, Iola, KS

Anthony Ho, Paiating, 1L

Roger Puchalski, Buffalo, NY

Iid Murtin, Scottsdule, AZ

Ken Agujan, Assonet, MA

Kevin Tunaka, Monterey Purk. CA
Paul Domquasl Marquette, MI

ﬂ C.A.T. WALL CERTIFICATE
A beautifully lithographed
certificate with your name
inscribed and ready for

Manuel Vasquez, Miami, FL framina.

Joseph Dell, New York, NY s
David Denbow, Beech Bottom, WV \ ﬂ
Bobby Boulware, Elmore, AL at“””‘
Mike Burton, Plcdmonl, sSC m C.A.T. FIELD BOX STICKER \ ,uysl
Christopher Galbreath, N, 8, Beach, TL Apply this colorful I.D. sticker to your notebook,

Craig Haugrud, Pelican Rapids, MN

Fred Hill, Wilcox, AZ bicycle, car, field box, or even your rocket.

LB & H N B & &4 & N 8§ N N § F F F 0 ¥ B BN R °
Available only by mail: Centuri, Dept. 202P, Box 1988, Phoenix, Arizona 85001.

I C.A.T. Membership Application

I Enclosed is my $1.50 for my C.A.T. membership.
I Name You may apply on plain paper, to avoid cutting your catalog.

i
i
i
|lllll[llllllll!lllllilllllllll
i
i

Signature

Address

I[IIIIIJIHIIIIIIIIIIIII.III.IIIII

l City State
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n Your own copy of the next Centuri catalog, sent automatically.
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REEDMMENDED ENGINES
E”EIZIB 2

Model rocket engine Ilstmg

Kit Inde

STANDARD SIZE ENGINES SUPER-C's T 3 MINI-MOTORS

///@///@‘é?////‘ 7///////9(//////

Prod Centuri rocket Cmalog q?

kit name Page
5039 | Argus 10 -
5037 | Arrow-300 14 P_
5047 | Astra-1 12 [! i v
5007 | Bandito 12 | le =
5036 | Black Widow 15 %
5330 | Cruise Missile 17 [ E
5336 | Earth Forces Starftr. 33 @ w
5335 | Draconian Marauder 33 ® 8
5312 | E.S.5. Raven 24 | i
5008 | Excalibur 20 |g )
5175 | Excalibur 2 15 _E
5319 | F-4 Phantom 26 L o
5318 | F-15 Eagle 2% 0 =
5317 | F-16 Fighter 26 il =
5320 | F-104 Starfighter 27 [ ] 5}
5321 | 5J Israeli Mirage 28 | L : @ x E
5305 | Fireflash 30 [ L | d)e z
5325 | Flying Saucer 31 E g Ii ' iﬁ' t
5333 | Gabriel 16 @l | @ L5 @ | | o] | 1 %
5011 | Groove Tube 4 e | e L] &
5001 | Javelin L bl @ L ] @ &
5177 | Jayhawk ﬁ i [ ] ® =
5334 | Laser Lance 3 o ﬁ [ ] Lo *3
5110 | Laser X o
5001 | Lil* Here >
5064 | Long Tom (@]
5004 | Mach-10 w
5131 | Merc. Redstone 22 o
5005 | Micron 1 £
5306 | Mini-Dactyl 30 il e
5041 | Moonraker 11 8
5003 | MX.774 20 S
5145 | Nike Smoke 22 ®
5035 | Nomad 20 Hil =
5304 | Nova 30 o
5080 | Payloader 11 13 £2
5407 | Phoenix Bird 10 g
5332 | Sam-3 17_|@ S
5302 | Satellite 62SL 30 o
5140 | Saturn 1B 22 =3
5142 | Saturn V 23 E
5174 [ Scram-Jet 21 v
5173 | Screaming Eagle 10 3
5331 | Sea Killer 17 ®| t
5040 | Sky Devil 12 |[EE o
5034 | Sky-Lah 18 =
5043 | Snipe Hunter 13
5066 | Space Shuttle 29 %
5077 | SST Shuttle 29 =
5307 [ S.5.V. Scorpion 24 304
6303 | Star Trooper 30 e
| 6072 | Starfire 12_& i 40,
6031 (Stletta |15 | @ *£=
5033 Tourus =& 19 o
6002 | Twister ! 11 ‘ v
5301 | Twa Bitz 30 i [4¢]
5308 | U F.0, Invader 25 @ =
6310 | U.S.8 Alnlarlud y 25 i ® X
V.‘iﬂ;? 7\."(::‘!(" v 18 ‘ 1 e » i .5 ® @ ¥ o
5010 | Vulean . 19 o | | ; [ ]
15012 | X 24 Bug 28 g ol - it oo

*SEE BACK COVER FOR NON-KIT INDEX (SUBJECTS OTHER THAN KITS).
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